Quantitative evaluation of fluorescein angiograms: microaneurysm counts.
This study describes a method for quantifying microaneurysms (MA) from fluorescein angiograms. The method was validated by the reproducibility of the number of MA in 30 angiograms read twice each by two independent observers; and by the absolute difference in MA counts between two readings by the same observer, and difference in numbers counted by two different observers. The precise location of each MA on two readings was also studied and the reproducibility of location varied from 60 to 71%, depending on the quality of the angiograms. Clinicians and technicians working in the same or in different centers obtained similar results. The coefficient of correlation between observers and between readings was satisfactory, r greater than 0.9. The method is easy to learn and the reproducibility allows for its use in clinical trials.